
AFFIDAVIT 

Christopher Destito, being duly sworn, deposes and states as follows: 

1. I am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation ("FBI"), and 

have been since 1997. I was assigned to the Drug Enforcement 

Administration (DEA), Vermont Drug Task Force, Burlington, Vermont 

Office, from 1999 to 2001 where I was responsible for complex drug 

distribution investigations. I have extensive experience investigating drug 

cnmes. 

2. The purpose of this affidavit is to establish probable cause to conclude that 

on or about August 20, 2015, Troy Barnes, of Rutland, Vermont, knowingly 

and intentionally possessed with intent to distribute heroin, a schedule I 

controlled substance. The information presented below is based on 

information known to me by personal observation, as well as information 

relayed to me by other agents with knowledge of this investigation. Given 

the limited purpose of this affidavit, it does not contain everything I know 

about this case. 

3. On August 20, 2015, I assisted in the arrest and interview of Troy Barnes of 

Rutland, Vermont, as part of an operation that included the execution of a 
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search warrant issued by Judge William Cohen of the Rutland County 

(Vennont) Criminal Court upon the application of the State of Vermont 

Drug Task Force. The warrant authorized the search of the residence located 

at 19 East Washington Street, in Rutland City, Vermont. This residence 

was known to law enforcement to be the residence of Troy Barnes. 

4. Prior to the execution of the search, Barnes was placed under arrest. Det. 

Andrew Hunt of the Vermont Drug Task Force advised Barnes of his 

Miranda rights, and Barnes agreed to speak with us. Barnes admitted to the 

following: 

a. Barnes possessed approximately 200 grams of heroin within his 

residence; 

b. Barnes possessed a hand gun within his residence that he used for 

"protection"; 

c. Barnes sold heroin as his pritnary source of income; and 

d. Barnes resided at the 19 East Washington Street location. 

5. During the execution of the search warrant within 19 East Washington 

Street, Detective Sergeant Thomas Mozzer (Vermont State Police) found a 

quantity of suspected heroin in a kitchen pantry, in close proximity to a 
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handgun. This heroin was packaged in a plastic sandwich bag, contained 

within a box of plastic bags. The plastic bag and its contents were weighed 

by Vermont Drug Task Force personnel and determined to weigh 

approximately 50 grams. A portion of the substance within the 

approximately 50 gram package found in the kitchen was field-tested by 

Vermont Drug Task Force Det. Roy, with a positive result for heroin. 

6. In addition, D.E.A. Task Force Officer Matthew Cannon found a quantity of 

suspect heroin within a plastic bag within a vacuum sealed bag inside the top 

dresser drawer within Barnes' bedroom. This package (and its contents) 

were weighed by Vermont Drug Task Force personnel and determined to 

weigh approximately 150 grams. Before the discovery of this item Barnes 

advised that heroin would be found in a dresser drawer within his bedrdom. 

A portion of the substance within the approximately 150 gram package 

found in the bedroo1n was field-tested by Vermont Drug Task Force Det. 

Roy, with a positive result for heroin. 
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7. In addition to Barnes' admission that he is a heroin dealer, I know based on 

tny training and experience that the above-described quantity of heroin 

strongly indicates that it is intended for re-distribution. 

Dated at Burlington in the District of Vermont on this 21st day of August, 2015. 

CHRISTOPHER DESTITO, FBI SA 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21st day of August, 2015. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE 

DISTRICT OF VERMONT 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

v. 

TROY BARNES, 
Defendant. 

The Grand Jury charges: 

INDICTMENT 

2015 AUG 26 PM 12: 13 

On or about August 20,2015, in the District of Vermont, defendant TROY BARNES 

knowingly and intentionally possessed with intent to distribute 100 grams or more of a mixture 

or substance containing a detectable amount of heroin, a schedule I controlled substance. 

(21 U.S.C. §§ 841(a)(1), 841(b)(1)(B)) 

A TRUEBITT 

--- FOREPE!lSON v 

_tlvv:_--= __ Z,_, .!.._:_711__:~~=---· . ______!, '------ (JRP) 
ERIC S. MILLER 
United States Attorney 
Rutland, Vermont 
August 26, 2015 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE 

DISTRICT OF VERMONT 
 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,  ) 
   ) 
 v.  ) Docket No. 2:15-MJ-126 
   ) 
TROY BARNES,  ) 
 Defendant.  ) 
 
 

MOTION FOR DETENTION 
 
 NOW COMES the United States of America, by and through its attorney, Eric S. Miller, 

United States Attorney for the District of Vermont, and moves for pretrial detention of the 

above-named defendant pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3142(e) and (f). 

 1.  Eligibility for Detention.  This defendant is eligible for detention because the 

defendant is charged with a drug felony that has a potential sentence of up to 20 years.   

 2.  Reason For Detention.  The Court should detain the defendant because there are no 

conditions of release which will reasonably assure the defendant's appearance as required or the 

safety of the community. 

 3.  Rebuttable Presumption.  The United States will not invoke the rebuttable 

presumption against defendant under § 3142(e).  

 4.  Time For Detention Hearing.  The United States requests the court conduct the 

detention hearing at the initial appearance. 

 5.  Other Matters. 

 Several factors weigh in favor of detention.   

 First, the weight of the evidence against Barnes is substantial.  As explained in the 

complaint affidavit, the evidence includes the discovery of close to half-a-pound of heroin at 
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Barnes’ Rutland residence, along with a handgun.  The evidence also includes Barnes’ post-

arrest admission that his primary source of income was heroin distribution. 

 The gun is a Kel Tec 9mm.  It had a fully loaded magazine (with seven bullets).  It was 

located in a kitchen pantry within three feet of a package containing approximately 50 grams of 

heroin.  Barnes admitted that he possessed the gun for protection.  As a convicted felon, his 

simple possession of the handgun and ammunition constitutes another federal offense.   

These facts give rise to the strong possibility that Barnes could be subject to mandatory 

minimum sentences of five or ten years.   

Further evidencing Barnes’ dangerousness, police also found within his kitchen pantry a 

taser.  This taser was of the variety that shoots projectiles into the target of the weapon.  The 

taser had a cartridge such that it was ready to shoot – essentially another loaded weapon. 

 In addition, his criminal history includes six felony convictions and four misdemeanors.  

He has three convictions for felony “Escape Custody-Furlough” -- in 2008, 2009, and 2011.    In 

2008 he was sentenced to 8 to 10 months; in 2009 he was sentenced to 24 to 30 months; and in 

2011 he was sentenced to 24 to 48 months.  His other felony convictions appear to be for 

multiple counts of Burglary-Occupied Dwelling in 2006, resulting concurrent sentences of 5 

months to 10 years. 

 His misdemeanor convictions include 2013 convictions for possession of cocaine (7 to 9 

months sentence) and marijuana (5 to 6 month sentence), as well as 2011 convictions for careless 

or negligent operation of a vehicle (6 to 12 month sentence), and attempting to elude law 

enforcement (also 6 to 12 months).   The timing of these offenses suggests he committed these 

crimes while serving a sentence for his previous felony convictions.  
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Moreover, his offense conduct in this case appears to have occurred within 2 years of his 

most recent punishment for a drug crime. 

 He is today 26 years old.  Clearly, his previous substantial interaction with the criminal 

justice system has failed to deter him from committing additional crimes.  He presents a clear 

danger to the community as a result.  Moreover, he has three times been convicted of having 

escaped from furlough, indicating a rank risk of flight. 

 He should be detained pre-trial.  

Dated at Burlington, in the District of Vermont, August 21, 2015. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
  ERIC S. MILLER 
  United States Attorney 
 
 
 By: _Michael Drescher_____________ 
  Michael P. Drescher 
  Assistant U.S. Attorney 
  P.O. Box 570 
  Burlington, VT 05402-0570 
  (802) 951-6725 
  Michael.Drescher@usdoj.gov   
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Certificate of Service 
 

 I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was 

electronically filed with the Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF system on 

August 21, 2015, and the CM/ECF system will provide service of such filing via 

Notice of Electronic Filing (NEF) to the following NEF parties: 

 Counsel for Defendant, Esq.  
 

Dated at Burlington, in the District of Vermont, August 21, 2015. 
 
   
  /s/ Michael P. Drescher 
  Michael P. Drescher 
  Assistant U.S. Attorney 
  P.O. Box 570 
  Burlington, VT 05402-0570 
  (802) 951-6725 
        Michael.Drescher@usdoj.gov  
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