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Next Generation

Protecting the most precious and vulnerable members of our society



A Message from the U.S. Attorney

One of my top priorities as U.S.
Attorney is ensuring the protection
of our society’s most precious and
vulnerable population — the youth.

As the father of two children,
I personally understand how
important it is to shield our younger
generation
from  harm,
manipulation
and the wrong
crowds of
individuals.

The latest
us.aTorney  edition of On
EDWARD L. STANTON Ill  the Record

highlights  our
office’s efforts to combat child
exploitation and hold accountable
to the highest extent of the law
those who attempt to commit and
do commit sexual exploitative
crimes against children. Through
the Department of Justice-based
initiative Project Safe Childhood
(PSC), we dedicate a substantial
amount of our efforts to protecting
as many youth as possible
from being exploited sexually
via Internet and other means.

PSCisatoolatouroffice’sdisposal

OnN THE CoVvER
Youth use their electronic devices to
take pictures, play Internet games, and

visit social media networks.

In this issue:

that has been extremely impactful.
Since I became U.S. Attorney six
years ago, the program has helped
attorneys in our office prosecute
dozens upon dozens of individuals
who have exploited children.
Hundreds of years in federal prison
sentences and supervised release
have been secured as a result of
these aggressive prosecutions.

Prosecutions are not the only
way we combat child sexual
exploitation and spread awareness
of issues like Internet safety. We
do a host of training engagements,
whether its for Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) groups, religious
organizations or grade schools
and post-secondary institutions.

This aspect of our outreach
efforts is spearheaded by Assistant
U.S. Attorney Deb Ireland. In the
past year alone, she has delivered
more than 100 presentations
to youth and parents on the
various ways using the Internet
can compromise a persons
privacy and also place them
in a danger of being exploited.

Quitefrankly,Jamscared straight
every time I have the opportunity
to attend one of her presentations.
Learning how something as simple
as downloading an app on your
cellphone or visiting the Internet
to log onto a social media account
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can potentially jeopardize your
privacy makes me think twice
about how I wuse technology.
It is worth noting and
acknowledging the great work the
U.S. Attorney’s Officedoesasawhole
to protect our children. Through
our Civil Rights Unit — which
has been nationally recognized for
its prosecutions of sex traffickers
— we have been very diligent and
steadfast with protecting our most
vulnerable citizens. Furthermore,
speaking to the next generation of
our community is near and dear to
my heart. There is not a week that
goes by that I am not out in the
community talking to youth about
the work we do at the U.S. Attorney’s
Office. But more than that, I share
with them the consequences
of indulging in a life of crime;
the importance of watching
the company you keep; and the
benefits of having good character,
commitment and compassion.
It is imperative for us, as
adults, to educate, motivate,
mentor and protect our next
generation. And this is something
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for West
Tennessee will continue to do.

Mission Statement

The mission of the United States Attorney’s
Office for the Western District of Tennessee
is to enforce compliance with federal law,
act as legal representation of all federal
agencies within the District, and provide
public safety within the District through
equal and fair administration of justice.
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Community Gathering
DOJ updates community on Shelby County juvenile justice reform agreement

U.S. Attorney Edward L. Stanton Il delivers remarks
about the DOJ’s evaluation of Shelby County Juvenile

Court.
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DOJ Civil Rights Attorneys Richard Goemann
(L) and Winsome Gayle (far L); NCRM President

Terri Freeman (M); and U.S. Attorney Stanton.

DOJ Civil Rights Attorney Winsome Gayle speaks to community

residents about Shelby County’s juvenile justice system.

Around 200 concerned resi-
dents, civic leaders, and clergy rep-
resentatives packed a room at the
National Civil Rights Museum to
attend the Department of Justice’s
(DOJ) April community meeting.

The purpose of the meeting
was for attorneys with the DOJ’s
Civil Rights Division — Special
Litigation Section in Washing-
ton, D.C. to update the public on
its efforts to administer juvenile
justice reform endeavors locally.

The event was moderated by
Terri Freeman, president of the
National Civil Rights Museum.

DQOJ Attorney Winsome Gay-
le provided fresh information on
the agreement made between the
Department and Shelby County
Juvenile Court, which was estab-
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lished as a result of DOJ’s nearly
two-year evaluation of the entity.

In August 2009, the DOJ’s
Civil Rights Division began an
investigation into the coun-
tys Juvenile Court System.

In April 2012, the Department
released its findings, which re-
vealed that black children were less
likely to receive lenient options;
more than twice as likely to be de-
tained pre-trial; and significantly
more likely to be recommend-
ed for transfers to adult crimi-
nal court than white children.

Subsequent to the findings,
Shelby County and its Juvenile
Court entered an agreement with
DO]J. Since then, the collective goal
has been to fix practices that have
violated the civil rights of young

people brought before the Court.

Juvenile Court made a com-
mittment to provide fair court
hearings; adequate defense coun-
sel; and fair treatment of youth
regardless of race and ethnicity.

Since signing the agree-
ment, the Civil Rights Divi-
sion, along with three monitors,
has periodically assessed the
County and Courts progress.

During the April meeting, Gay-
le highlighted the Court’s progress
and the challenges that remain.

Following the open discus-
sion, attendees had the oppor-
tunity to submit questions on
note cards. Multiple questions
about Juvenile Court, the Deten-
tion Center, and juvenile justice
in Shelby County were selected.



To Catch a Predator

Millington man sentenced to 25 years for trafficking minors

By Louis Goggans

The summer of 2013 changed
the lives of four Millington
teens forever. Juveniles at the
time, the teens were trafficked
for sex throughout the rural ar-
eas of Shelby County for low
amounts of money. The culprit
behind the criminal endeavor
was 51-year-old Michael Lilley.

From May to September 2013,
Lilley had the four female minors
engage in commercial sex acts
out of his Millington home,
backhouse, and van. At the time,
the victims were 15-, 16-, and
17-year-old high school students.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Debra
Ireland, along with First Assistant
US. Attorney Larry Laurenzi,
prosecuted Lilley. He ultimately
received a quarter-century in
federal prison for his actions.

Ireland said this type of crime
has a devastating impact on
victims, especially kids, because it
introduces them to adult conduct
before they’re emotionally mature.

“They think they’re making the
decisions themselves, but you're
manipulating them into that
position when youre running
a prostitution ring,” Ireland

said. “Sometimes, the kids don’t
realize until many years later
how serious it was — somebody
taking advantage of them and
making money off of their body”

Lilley used text messages and
explicit photos of the four teens

Lilley while underage teens.

In September 2015, a jury
found Lilley guilty of four counts
of sex trafficking of a minor; one
count of conspiracy to commit
sex trafficking; three counts of
sexually exploiting a minor; one

“They think they’re making the decisions themselves, but
you’re manipulating them into that position when you’re
running a prostitution ring,” AUSA Deb Ireland.

to market them to various males
willing to pay for sex. In addition
to trafficking the victims out of
his residence and vehicle, Lilley
transported the juveniles to local
restaurants and homes where
they would engage in commercial
sex acts. Lilley collected the
proceeds provided from patrons,
splitting them with the victims.

PO

U.S. Attorney Stanton and AUSA Deb Ireland speak to students at Cher-
okee Elementary School about child exploitation and Internet safey.

Text messages  disclosing
conversations between Lilley and
clients regarding price ranges,
along with images of used and
unused condoms and condom
wrappers scattered throughout
his home and vehicle, were
displayed during Lilley’s trial.
Victims  testified, recollecting
their experiences working for

count of attempting to sexually
exploit a minor; three counts of
distributing  visual depictions
of a minor engaged in sexually
explicit conduct; and one count
of possessing at least one digital
storage device containing visual
depictions of minors engaged
in sexually explicit conduct.

Lilley was sentenced in
December 2015 to 25 vyears
imprisonment and 20
years of supervised release.

The case was prosecuted
under Project Safe Childhood
(PSC), a Department of Justice
(DOJ) initiative comprised of
specially trained prosecutors that
target sexual exploitation crimes
committed against  children.

Ireland speaks to different
schools and parents regularly

about PSC’s efforts to
combat  child  exploitation.
“While holding somebody

accountable is gratifying and
necessary, its much Dbetter
to prevent something from
happening,” Ireland said. “If
a kid thinks twice before they
send or post something, or if you
can get a parent to understand
what risks there are if youre
not keeping an eye on your
kids, thats a really good day”
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Salt ‘'n Spice

Synthetic drug ring collectively sentenced to more than 20 years

By Louis Goggans

Synthetic drug use and
distribution in West Tennessee
has reduced significantly because
of the eradication of a drug ring
responsible for manufacturing and
trafficking hundreds of thousands
of dollars worth of synthetic
cannabinoids and cathinones.

In January 2016, 14 members
of a large synthetic drug ring
were collectively sentenced to
more than 290 months in federal
prison. In excess of $1.4 million
in assets were forfeited as a result
of the investigation, including
residences, local convenience
stores, a grocery store, and more
than $150,000 in bank deposits.

Between 2011 and 2013,

AP N

the defendants conspired to
distribute large quantities of
Schedule I and Analogue synthetic
cannibinoids and  cathinones
throughout ~ West  Tennessee
and other areas of the country.

Synthetic cannabinoids (also
known as “Spice” or “K2”) mimic
the hallucinogenic effects of
marijuana with the added side
effects of hallucinations, seizures,
and dependency/addiction.
Synthetic marijuana is made by
mixing a raw Schedule 1 drug
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and analogue powder chemicals
with surfactants, acetone, and
glue, and spraying damiana (a
dried vegetable matter) for a
product which can be smoked.
Synthetic ~ cathinones,  better
known as “bath salts,” produce a
high similar to methamphetamine
or cocaine. Users can potentially
experience chest pain, increased
blood pressure, panic attacks,
hallucinations, and even
heart attacks and strokes. To
manufacture bath salts, Schedule
1 drugs and Analogues are mixed
and cut with adulterants, and
packaged for snorting or ingesting.

“These substances are extremely
dangerous and harmful, and have
an impact on the communities,”
said Assistant U.S. Attorney Matt

Hundreds of containers of synthetic drugs were seized by law enforce-
ment during Operation Desert Spice.

Wilson. “This case put people
on notice that if you sell and
make these substances, you're
going to prison, and we're taking
all of your ill-gotten gains”

The West Tennessee drug
ring was led by fugitive Hassan
“Sam” Safa, considered one

of the top manufacturers of
synthetic cannibinoids at the time.

Safa ordered chemicals from
China and manufactured them
in Jackson. Safa reportedly
wholesaled to individuals in

Various types of utensils were
used to manufacture the syn-
thetic drugs being sold in West
Tennessee.

Alabama, North Carolina,
Kentucky, Mississippi, and Florida.

Defendants manufactured,
distributed or obtained units of
drugs and/or wired currency and
deposited proceeds into bank
accounts to further the conspiracy.
Some of the defendants worked
as owners, managers, and
retail clerks at Jackson area gas
stations and convenience stores.

In 2013, “Project Synergy,

an investigation spearheaded
by the Drug Enforcement
Administration = (DEA), was

launched to target synthetic drug
distributionrings. Multiplefederal,
state and local law enforcement
authorities assisted with the
investigation. In West Tennessee
alone, law enforcement seized
thousands of pounds of synthetic
drugs, more than $1 million, and
numerous firearms and vehicles.

“We disrupted the flow of
these dangerous drugs out in
the community, Wilson said.
“The take-down was in June
2013. Here we are in 2016, and
it is still very hard for folks to
find these synthetic drugs in the
Jackson/Madison County area.”



2016 National Human Trafficking Prevention Month

U.S. Attorney Stanton spreads awareness of sex trafficking in West TN

-

U.S. Attorney Stanton speaks with Bobbi Thomp-
son from WLOK’s “Let’s Talk About It” radio
show about resources available to sex traffick-
ing victims.

U.S. Attorney Stanton talks with Mallory Cooke from
WBBJ-TV in Jackson, TN about some of the district’s
sex trafficking cases that have been proscuted by
the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

Every year, nationwide efforts are made to address the scourge of modern day slavery during
National Human Trafficking Prevention Month. The inhumane practice impacts millions of
people globally. The federal government continues to dedicate resources to combating hu-
man trafficking, prosecuting perpetrators, and helping victims recover and rebuild their lives.

Human trafficking crimes are among the offenses prosecuted by the U.S. Attor-
neys Office’s Civil Rights Unit. Dedicated to spreading awareness of this deplor-
able and illicit trade throughout the district, the office co-sponsors and partici-
pates in seminars, workshops, panels, and other community outreach engagements,
enlightening the public of human trafficking and ways they can help combat it.

The office also has a Victims-Witness Assistance Program, which provides a variety of services
to support victims and facilitate the availability of witnesses for criminal trials and hearings.

Be The ONE.

U.S. Attorney Stanton poses with Vachenzia and Elliot McKinney
of Le Dujour Inc. at their organization’s Family Empowerment
MLK Freedom Dinner. The event highlighted efforts being made
to increase sex trafficking awareness in the Mid-South.

ON THE REcorD




Healing Hearts
The U.S. Attorney’s Office participates in 2016 National Wear Red Day

Onein four women dies from heart disease, according to the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHL-
BI). Coronary artery disease is the leading cause of death of men and women in the country. Other conditions
that impact a person’s heart include high blood pressure, cardiac arrest, congestive heart failure, and stroke.

The US. Attorney’s Office participated in the 2016 National Wear Red Day, which was estab-
lished in 2002 to spread awareness of the significant impact heart disease has on women and highlight
ways to combat this problem. National Wear Red Day occurs annually on the first Friday of February.

Time to Collect

Two U.S. Marshals awarded for contributions to United States v. Semrau

L to R: Paralegal Specialist Tere-

sa Morris; AUSA Bill Siler; Deputy
U.S. Marshal Michael McCord; U.S.
Marshals Civil Litigation Assistant
Letitia Grittman; AUSA Barbara

Zoccola; and U.S. Attorney Edward
L. Stanton Il

The U.S. Attorney’s Office com-
mended two members of the U.S.
Marshals Service for their roles in
the enforced collection of restitu-
tionowed bya psychologistwho de-
frauded several health care benefit
programs of more than $240,000.

Lorne Allen Semrau was re-
sponsible for executing a scheme
that defrauded Medicare, Med-
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icaid, and other health care ben-
efit programs of $245,435.86
by submitting false and fraud-
ulent claims for payment.

In March 2011, Semrau was sen-
tenced by Chief U.S. District Judge
Jon Phipps McCalla to 18 months
in federal prison and ordered to
pay restitution in the full amount
the programs were defrauded.

Two draft horses owned by Sem-
rau were among the items auc-
tioned in 2015.

In February 2016, the U.S. At-
torney’s Office presented Letitia
Grittman, assistant in the U.S.
Marshals’ Civil Litigation Depart-
ment, and Michael McCord, Dep-
uty U.S. Marshal, with awards for

Artwork sold during an auction of
Semrau’s property.

their efforts in the seizure, preserva-
tion, and sale of Semrau’s property.

McCord and Grittmans work
involved the service of over 30 writs
for seizure of the defendant’s prop-
erty. The US. Marshals worked
with an auctioneer to schedule
and conduct both a live and online
auction. The items auctioned in-
cluded a John Deere Tractor, two
vehicles, two draft horses, a barn
with two acres, antiques, and art-
work and plates by Pablo Picasso.

The proceeds from the auc-
tions (after costs) were $45,214.64.
In 2015, Semrau paid the bal-
ance of his restitution debt in full.



Operation Ice Breaker

Two major Dyersburg crystal meth distributors sentenced

Jackson, TN — In December 2015,
two leaders of a methamphet-
amine distribution ring were
collectively sentenced to more
than 22 vyears in federal prison.

“The production, distribution
and ingestion of meth remains
an issue that is ravaging com-
munities in West Tennessee and

Packages of “ice” and $52,000 in
drug currency seized during Oper-
ation Ice Breaker.

throughout the nation,” said U.S.
Attorney Edward L. Stanton III.
“Sentences like these two serve as
strong reminders that law enforce-
ment is committed to ridding our
district of this insidious drug”

Steven Isbell, Chief of Dyers-
burg Police Department, said:
“This is an example of what good
teamwork can do. This case was
initiated by our patrol level re-
sponse. Officers referred the be-
ginning information to the Dy-
ersburg Police Department Street
Crimes Unit, who in turn got
DEA and TBI involved in the in-
vestigation. The end result is that
15 people have now been indicted
federally, and these two sentenc-
es alone have gotten two major
ice distributors off our streets”

Dyer County Sheriff Jeff Box
stated, “I sincerely appreciate the
U.S. Attorney’s Office working with
all the agencies involved to insure
these defendants received appro-

priate punishment for the crimes
they committed. Our local officers
worked with DEA and TBI on this
investigation. Everybody’s hard
work resulted in numerous feder-
al indictments and has helped us
eliminate a high purity ice distribu-
tion ring in the Dyer County area.”

According to information pre-
sented in court, Miracle Pounds,
37, and Robert Troy Anderson,
49, both of Dyersburg, TN, spear-
headed a criminal organization
responsible for distributing large
quantities of meth and “ice”
Meth with greater than 80 per-
cent purity classifies as ice and has
stricter punishment levels under
the US. Sentencing Guidelines.

Three packages of ice being
shipped from Arkansas to Tennes-
see seized during investigation.

From January to December
2014, the two defendants, along
with  several  co-conspirators,
unlawfully  distributed various
quantities of highly pure meth
throughout =~ West  Tennessee.

In January 2014, Operation
Ice Breaker was initiated by the
Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA) in collaboration with
the Tennessee Bureau of Inves-
tigation (TBI), Dyersburg Police
Department, and Dyer County

Sherift’s Office. The operation
targeted several major ice distrib-
utors in the Dyersburg area —
Pounds and Anderson being two
of the operation’s main targets.

Numerous controlled purchas-
es were conducted where ice was
sold by conspirators involved in

Two ounces of ice confiscated by
law enforcement during traffic
stop.

the drug trafficking organization.

Pounds and Anderson sold ice
to undercover operatives. They
also had other individuals sell-
ing ice for them. The two defen-
dants, as well as other co-con-
spirators, transported meth from
Arkansas to West Tennessee on
various occasions for unlawful
distribution. The majority of the
meth recovered during Opera-
tion Ice Breakers duration was
greater than 95 percent pure.

Both Pounds and Anderson
pled guilty to one count of con-
spiracy to distribute and possess
with intent to distribute meth.

In November 2015, Chief Judge
]. Daniel Breen sentenced Pounds
to serve 121 months in prison.

In December 2015, Judge
Breen sentenced Anderson to
serve 151 months in prison.

This case was investigat-
ed by the DEA, TBI, Dyers-
burg Police Department, and
Dyer County Sherift’s Office.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Beth
Boswell prosecuted this case
on the governments behalf.

ON THE RECORD



Protecting Our Youth

Sexual exploitation of minors remains on the USAQ'’s radar

By Louis Goggans

Over the last two calendar
years alone, the U.S. Attorney’s
Office has secured more than
100 vyears in federal prison
sentences for individuals who
sexually  exploited  minors.

Many of the defendants
produced, downloaded, received,
or shared child pornography.
Others trafficked minors
sexually for monetary gain.

The Department of Justice
(DOJ) has Dbeen dedicated
to sternly prosecuting
individuals who commit these
types of crimes for decades.

To maximize its efforts to
combat child exploitation, the
DOJ established the Project Safe
Childhood (PSC)initiativein2006.

The program is comprised of
specially trained prosecutors that
target sexual exploitation crimes

committed against  children.
Led by the US. Attorneys
Offices and the Criminal
Division's Child Exploitation

and Obscenity Section, PSC
spearheads federal, state, and local
resources to locate, apprehend,
and prosecute individuals who
sexually exploit children, and
to identify and rescue victims.
The US. Attorneys Office

for West Tennessee incessant-
ly prosecutes cases involving the
exploitation of minors physi-
cally and through the Internet.
Luke Cooke, a former youth
minister, is among the individu-
als that have been recently pros-
ecuted under the PSC initiative.
Cooke was sentenced to 138
months in federal prison for trans-
porting an underage teen between
the state of Tennessee and Missis-
sippi with the intent to engage in
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criminal sexual activity. Addition-
ally, Cooke was sentenced to 11
years in state court for sexually as-
saulting two male minors. Cooke’s

on multiple occasions and used
electronic tablets on display to
acquire the pornographic imag-
es. He subsequently took pictures

“Technology allows people to hide in places that they were

never able to hide before. It has caused a proliferation of
these types of crimes,” First AUSA Larry Laurenzi.

state sentence will run concur-
rent with his federal punishment.

“Any community gets stronger
when everyone works to ensure
children are safe, said AUSA
Deb Ireland. “The U.S. Attorney’s
Office takes this responsibility
seriously, and will continue to
hold perpetrators accountable”

Other individuals who have
been sentenced under PSC include
former Memphis pastor Demarcus
Smith, who received 85 months
imprisonment for knowingly re-

ceiving sexual images of a minor.

Michael Lilley was sentenced
to a quarter-century in feder-
al prison for trafficking mul-
tiple underage teens for sex.

Furthermore, Lindell Luck
received 78 months in federal
prison for possessing and dis-
tributing  child  pornography.

In 2015, First Assistant U.S.
Attorney Larry Laurenzi prose-
cuted a Memphis man who used
the Internet to download and
view sexual images of minors.

In September 2012, John Nesler
visited an East Memphis Best Buy

of the images with his cellphone.

After an employee noticed
Nesler acting suspiciously, law en-
forcement was notified and Nesler
was arrested. A forensic review of
Nesler’s phone revealed that he
had taken approximately 114 im-
ages of female minors, which he
had viewed on Best Buy tablets.

In May 2015, Nesler was sen-
tenced to 10 years for downloading
andviewinglewdimagesofminors.

“The Nesler case demonstrates
the extent that people will go to
get their hands on pornogra-
phy, Laurenzi said. “Technology
allows people to hide in places
that they were never able to hide
before. It has caused a prolifer-
ation of these types of crimes”

According to the Tennessee In-
ternet Crimes Against Children
(ICAC) Unit, between March
2015 and February 2016, over 870
child exploitation-related crimes
were investigated by the state’s
ICAC Task Force. More than 140
of the investigated crimes were
committed in West Tennessee.

“Protecting children — the most
precious and vulnerable members
of our society — remains one of
this office’s top priorities,” said U.S.
Attorney Edward L. Stanton III
“Working with our law enforce-
ment partners, we will continue to
vigorously pursue and prosecute
anyone who seeks to sexually ex-
ploit, entice or export our youth”
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Controlling Gun Crime

USAO continues to combat gun violence through PSN initiative

By Louis Goggans

Media headlines are full of
stories about crimes committed
with firearms. Unfortunately, sto-
ries about the aggressive inves-
tigation and prosecution of in-
dividuals who commit many of
these gun-related offenses often
fail to receive the same attention.

Nevertheless, for more than
a decade, law enforcement
agencies in the Memphis met-
ropolitan area have, and con-
tinue to, utilize a broad crime
prevention initiative to target
gun crimes in our communities.

The Project Safe Neighbor-
hoods (PSN) initiative was
launched by the U.S. Department
of Justice in 2002 to bolster the
nation’s previously-existing gun
crime reduction efforts. Each
federal district received fund-
ing, and U.S. Attorney’s Offices
designated PSN Coordinators to
facilitate the implementation of
the district’s program. The U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the Western
District of Tennessee, along with
its partners in federal, state, and
local law enforcement, has been
using the PSN initiative for sev-
eral years to identify, investigate
and prosecute firearm offenders.

As part of the local PSN initia-
tive, the U.S. Attorney’s Office; the
Shelby County District Attorney
General’s Office; the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF); the Memphis
Police Department (MPD); and
the Shelby County Sherift’s Of-
fice (SCSO) have joined togeth-

er to address the prevalence of
gun-related crimes in the Mem-
phis area. The initiative facilitates
the aggressive investigation and
prosecution of firearm offenders
by reviewing all arrests, misde-
meanor citations, memorandums
and weapon offense reports where
law enforcement officers recov-

cesses a firearm seized from a con-
victed felon.

er a firearm and/or ammunition.

The PSN Task Force, which is
the investigative component of the
local PSN initiative, is supervised
by an MPD Lieutenant. The entity
works under the direct authori-
ty of both the MPD Director and
Shelby County Sherift, at the solic-
itation of the U.S. Attorney and the
Shelby County District Attorney
General. The Task Force includes
one MPD Sergeant; eight MPD
Investigators; one SCSO Deputy
Investigator; and one ATF Agent.

The PSN Task Force conducts
investigations and executes arrests
related to various firearm offens-
es. It also investigates individuals
buying and selling firearms to or
from convicted felons. Addition-

ally, the Task Force engages in
proactive and reactive investiga-
tions of convicted felons suspected
of possessing firearms, as well as
firearms suppliers who are con-
ducting illegal transactions. If the
decision is made to pursue a fed-
eral indictment, the PSN Investi-
gator conducts witness meetings,
serves subpoenas, and testifies
during judicial proceedings as
the government representative.
Despite funding for the pro-
gram diminishing over the
years, the PSN Task Force re-
mains committed and dedicat-
ed to making communities safe.
The group has conducted
numerous notable investiga-
tions and prosecutions over re-
cent years, with tangible and
meaningful results. For exam-
ple, as part of the PSN initiative:
Christopher John Clark was
sentenced to 76 years in prison for
multiple firearm violations, car-
jackings and assaults; Joseph Banks
and Lereginald Strong were both
sentenced to more than 30 years
for their roles in an armed carjack-
ing; Christopher Criswell was sen-
tenced to 20 years for felony posses-
sion of nine casings of ammunition
following an apartment shooting;
Kedrick White was sentenced to
20 years for robbing a gas station
with a firearm; and Javalus Bullard
was setenced to more than 15 years
for unlawfully possessing a hand-
gun, which he used to shoot at his
then-girlfriend after assaulting her.
The Task Force has re-
viewed more than 28,000 fire-
arm- and ammunition-related
incidents since its inception.

Stay Connected with the U.S. Attorney’s Office:

Follow us on Twitter: @ WDTNNews
Visit http://www.justice.gov/usao-wdtn.

ON THE RECorD



Community Outreach
Connecting with students and citizens throughout West Tennessee

. NGNS e
AUSA Bayonle Osundare was among USAO staff
that participated in the National Black Prosecu-
tors Association’s volunteer day at the Mid-South
Food Bank.

] e - /d

U.S. Attorney Stanton provides keynote speech
at Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. tribute. The event
was presented by the Waller Lansden Dortch &
Davis law firm at the National Civil Rights Mu-
seum.

gans (L) and AUSA Reagan Taylor (Center R) pose
with AKA sorority members at their “Future’s
Fair” event for high school and college students.

AUSAs David Brackstone (L) and Joe Murphy (R)
talk to University of Memphis Law School stu-
dents during the institution’s 2016 Career Fair.

-
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EAUSA David Biggers talks to teens during the
launch of Juvenile Ceasefire, a monthly program
held at Shelby County Juvenile Court and designed
to prevent juvenile delinquency and gun crimes.
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U.S. Attorney Stanton ta

the Memphis Police Department’s C.0.P. sum-
mer camp about the benefits of good character,
commitment, compassion, and watching the
company you keep.
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The Parting Shot
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The U.S. Attorney’s Office held its annual training day at the Millington Navy Lake in September. Personnel
from both the Memphis and Jackson offices were in attendance for the day-long event. The training day
included presentations, an award ceremony, Corky’s barbecue, fellowship and fun.




