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Magistrate Judge Grady J. Leupold 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

AT SEATTLE 
 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

 Plaintiff 

 

 v. 

PRANIT NARAYAN PAWAR, 

       Defendant. 

CASE NO. 

 

COMPLAINT FOR VIOLATION 

 
18 U.S.C. § 2244(b) 
18 U.S.C. § 3238 

 

BEFORE, Grady J. Leupold, United States Magistrate Judge, U.S. Courthouse, 

Seattle, Washington. 

The undersigned complainant being duly sworn states: 

COUNT 1 

(Abusive Sexual Contact) 

On or about June 26, 2026, at a place within the special maritime and territorial 

jurisdiction of the United States, that is, a foreign-flagged vessel during a voyage having 

a scheduled departure from Seattle, Washington, United States of America and arrival in 

Seattle, Washington, United States of America. PRANIT NARAYAN PAWAR did 

knowingly and intentionally engage in sexual contact with Victim 1, that is, touch Victim 
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1’s right and left breast, without Victim 1’s permission and with the intent to abuse, 

humiliate, harass, degrade, or arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any person. 

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 2244(b). 

COUNT 2 

(Abusive Sexual Contact) 

On or about June 26, 2026, at a place within the special maritime and territorial 

jurisdiction of the United States, that is, a foreign-flagged vessel during a voyage having 

a scheduled departure from Seattle, Washington, United States of America and arrival in 

Seattle, Washington, United States of America. PRANIT NARAYAN PAWAR did 

knowingly and intentionally engage in sexual contact with Victim 2, that is, touch Victim 

2’s left breast, to include the nipple, without Victim 2’s permission and with the intent to 

abuse, humiliate, harass, degrade, or arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any person. 

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 2244(b).  

And the complainant states that this Complaint is based on the following 

information: 

I, Alexia Cain, being first duly sworn on oath, depose and say: 

INTRODUCTION  

1. The facts contained in this affidavit come from both from my personal 

observations and knowledge, and from information obtained from other law enforcement 

officers participating in this investigation. This affidavit is intended to set forth the facts 

relevant to the determination of probable cause for the requested complaint and does not 

set forth all my knowledge about this matter.   

AFFIANT BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 

2.  I am employed as a Special Agent (SA) with the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI) and have been employed with the FBI since November 2025. I am 

currently assigned to the Seattle Field Division where I am a member of the Gangs and 

Transnational Organized Crime – Western Hemisphere squad. I am also responsible for 
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responding to crimes that occur aboard any vessel within the special maritime and 

territorial jurisdiction of the United States per United States Code, Title 18, Section 7(8), 

as the FBI has been designated as the law enforcement agency responsible for 

investigating physical and sexual assaults within the special maritime and territorial 

jurisdiction. 

3. I am a graduate of the FBI Basic Field Training Course. I have received 

over 400 hours of investigative and legal classroom training which has provided me with 

the ability to investigate numerous crimes, including sexual offenses. Prior to joining the 

FBI, I served in the United States Navy (USN) Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAGC) 

where I served as a trial counsel, staff judge advocate, legal assistance attorney, and a 

designated ethics counselor. Prior to joining the USN JAGC, I earned a Juris Doctor at 

Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law and a Bachelor of Arts at 

Millersville University.  During my career with the FBI, I have had training and 

experience involving offenses occurring in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction 

of the United States, including physical and sexual assaults. 

4. I am an investigative law enforcement officer of the United States within 

the meaning of 18 U.S.C. § 2510(7). As such, I am empowered to conduct investigations 

of, and to make arrests for, offenses enumerated in Title 18, United States Code, Section 

2516.  

SUMMARY OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

5. I have received reports, documents and statements related to events that 

occurred on June 26, 2026, aboard the cruise ship, Brilliant Lady. The Brillian Lady is a 

Bermuda-flagged vessel. According to reports, documents, and statements I have 

reviewed, Brillian Lady departed Seattle, Washington (WA), within the Western District 

of Washington on June 23, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time. The cruise docked 

at various ports within the United States of America and Canada, and returned to Seattle, 

WA within the Western District of Washington on July 2, 2026, at 7:00 a.m. Pacific 

Standard Time. 

// 
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Assault on Victim 1 

6. According to reports, documents, and statements I have reviewed, Victim 1 

(V1), a United States citizen whose full name is known to me but not included here 

because this is a public filing, was onboard Brilliant Lady on June 26, 2026. On this 

date, V1 had an appointment scheduled in the Brillian Lady’s salon.  

7. PRANIT NARAYAN PAWAR was the hairdresser who treated V1 during 

her appointment. During her salon appointment, PAWAR offered V1 a massage. 

8. After V1 accepted the massage, PAWAR moved V1 from the salon to an 

adjacent barber shop. The barber shop is a small room located to the left of the salon 

with no windows on the outside door, dark flooring, dark walls, and dim lighting. 

9. PAWAR began massaging V1’s neck. PAWAR then proceeded to move 

V1’s white shirt and bra strap and place his hand under V1’s shirt. 

10. PAWAR then moved both of his hands down the sides of each of V1’s 

breasts for approximately 10 minutes. 

11. V1 did not consent to PAWAR touching her breast at any point during the 

massage.  

Assault of Victim 2 
12. According to reports, documents, and statements I have reviewed, Victim 2 

(V2), a United States citizen whose full name is known to me but not included here 

because this is a public filing, was onboard Brilliant Lady on June 26, 2026. On this date, 

V2 had an appointment scheduled in the Brillian Lady’s salon.  

13. V2 had an appointment scheduled with PAWAR the previous day, June 25, 

2026. During this appointment PAWAR told V2 that if she booked two more 

appointments with him, she would receive a complementary massage. V2 agreed to 

book two more appointments with PAWAR. 

14. On June 26, 2026, V2 returned to the salon for her complimentary massage 

which was booked under her account as a “consultation.”  
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15. PAWAR told V2 that he would escort her to the adjacent barber shop for 

more privacy. PAWAR instructed V2 to sit in the barber chair and he then exited the 

room for a short time. When PAWAR returned, he locked the door behind him. 

16. PAWAR began massaging V2 and moved her mesh bra strap to the side. 

PAWAR told V2 that he was going to focus on her underarm pressure points. PAWAR 

then proceeded to inch closer to V2’s breast area. 

17. PAWAR placed his hands under V2’s bra and began massaging her entire 

left breast. PAWAR proceeded to massage the sides, top, bottom, and nipple of V2’s left 

breast.  

18. PAWAR asked V2 if he could massage V2’s right side. V2 replied no and 

quickly stood up to leave. 

19. The following day on June 27, 2026, PAWAR asked V2’s daughter about 

V2’s relationship status. 

20. V2 did not consent to PAWAR touching her breast at any point during the 

massage.  

21. On July 2, 2026, FBI Special Agents interviewed PAWAR. PAWAR stated 

that on a previous voyage he began offering a massage to his clients and that he has been 

doing this for the past ten to twelve days. 

22. PAWAR stated that he was hired as a barber and a hairdresser and that his 

job description does not include giving massages. PAWAR further stated that a massage 

is not a service that the salon, nor one that the barber shop offers.  

23. PAWAR stated that he did massage the breast of a woman in a small white 

t-shirt. Agents believe PAWAR is describing V1. 

24. PAWAR stated that he did the massage the breast of a woman wearing a 

mesh bra. Agents believe PAWAR is describing V2. 

25. PAWAR stated that he did massage the breast of a woman wearing a white 

tank top and that he locked the door to the barber shop in this instance. Agents believe 
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PAWAR is describing a third victim who reported similar conduct, including that 

PAWAR fully exposed her breasts and nipples during a massage. That incident is not 

charged as a separate count by this complaint. 

26. PAWAR stated that he has taken four to five women into the barber shop to 

give them massages. 

27. PAWAR maintains that he did not intend to harm anyone and that he was 

providing massages for therapeutic reasons to help his clients. However, PAWAR also 

stated that since he has time to reflect, he feels guilty for his mistakes, totally regrets his 

actions, and can see how his behavior would be harassing. 

CONCLUSION 

28. Based on the above facts, I respectfully submit that there is probable cause 

to believe that PRANIT NARAYAN PAWAR committed the crime of Abusive Sexual 

Contact, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 2244(b) (2 counts). 

       
ALEXIA CAIN, Complainant 
Special Agent, FBI 

Based on the Complaint and Affidavit sworn to before me, and subscribed in my 

presence, the Court hereby finds there is probable cause to believe the Defendant 

committed the offense set forth in the Complaint. 

Dated this 3rd day of July, 2026. 

      
Grady J. Leupold 
United States Magistrate Judge 

ALEXIA CAIN
Digitally signed by ALEXIA 
CAIN 
Date: 2026.07.03 13:16:11 
-07'00'

  
rady J LLLLLLLLLLLeeeeeeeeuuuuuupppppppppold
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