
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA  

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 
v. 
 

MATTHEW T. AMATO 
 
 
 
 

: 
 
: 
 
: 
 
: 

CRIMINAL NO. 14 - 
 
Date Filed: August 4, 2014 
 
VIOLATION: 
18 U.S.C. ' 1014 (false statements to obtain 
loans- 1 count) 

I N F O R M A T I O N 

   FALSE STATEMENTS TO OBTAIN BANK LOANS 
       18 U.S.C. § 1014 

THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY CHARGES THAT:  

  At all times material to this information: 

  1. The financial institutions identified in this information were federally 

insured. 

  2. On or about July 12, 2005, defendant MATTHEW T. AMATO  

made and caused to be made to PNC Bank false statements for the purpose of influencing the 

actions of PNC Bank upon a $15,000 revolving line of credit to defendant AMATO, doing 

business as Chaka Fattah, Jr. & Associates (“CFJA”).  AMATO claimed, among other things, that 

he was the owner and Chief Executive Officer of CFJA, that CFJA had $139,000 in revenue, and 

that he would use the proceeds of the line of credit for working capital for CFJA.  In fact, 

AMATO knew at the time that CFJA was not an existing business entity and that he was not the 

owner and Chief Executive Officer.  AMATO also knew at the time that CFJA had not had 

revenue of $139,000, and that the proceeds of the line of credit would not be used for working 

capital for CFJA, as required under the terms of the loan.  
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3.  On or about September 20, 2005, after his application was approved, 

defendant MATTHEW T. AMATO wrote a $5,500 check from the line of credit funds to Chaka 

Fattah, Jr., who is charged elsewhere.  On or about October 20, 2005, defendant AMATO wrote a 

$9,000 check from the line of credit funds to Chaka Fattah, Jr.   

4. On or about July 26, 2005, defendant MATTHEW T. AMATO made and 

caused to be made to Wachovia Bank false statements for the purpose of influencing the actions of 

Wachovia Bank upon a $25,000 business line of credit to Chaka Fattah, Jr. Associates.   

Defendant AMATO claimed, among other false statements, that he was the secretary and Chief 

Executive Officer of CFJA, and that he would use the proceeds of the line of credit for commercial 

purposes for CFJA.  In fact, at the time AMATO knew that CFJA was not an existing business 

entity and that he was not the secretary and Chief Executive Officer.  AMATO also knew at the 

time that the proceeds of the line of credit would not be used for commercial purposes by CFJA, as 

required under the terms of the loan.  

5. On or about August 9, 2005, after his application was approved, defendant 

MATTHEW T. AMATO wrote a $24,000 check from the line of credit payable to 259 

Strategies. 

  6. On or about August 8, 2005, defendant MATTHEW T. AMATO made and 

caused to be made to Sun National Bank false statements for the purpose of influencing the actions 

of Sun National Bank upon a $25,000 business line of credit to defendant AMATO, doing business 

as Chaka Fattah, Jr. & Associates, which AMATO described as a management consulting 

business.  AMATO claimed, among other false statements, that he was the Chief Executive 

Officer of CFJA, that CFJA has business sales of $140,000 in the previous fiscal year, and that he 

would use the proceeds of the line of credit for working capital and growth of the CFJA business.  
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In fact, AMATO knew at the time that CFJA was not an existing business entity and that it had not 

had business sales of $140,000 in the previous fiscal year.  AMATO also knew at the time that the 

proceeds of the line of credit would not be used for working capital and growth of the CFJA 

business, as required under the terms of the loan.  

7. On or about August 9, 2005, after his application was approved, defendant 

MATTHEW T. AMATO wrote a $24,000 check from the line of credit payable to 259 

Strategies. 

8. From on or about July 11, 2005, through on or about August 9, 2005, in 

the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, defendant  

 MATTHEW T. AMATO 

knowingly made and caused to be made false statements to Wachovia Bank, PNC Bank, and Sun 

National Bank for the purpose of influencing the actions of the banks upon lines of credit for which 

the defendant had applied, in that, as described above, defendant AMATO falsely claimed to be 

the sole proprietor and Chief Executive Officer of Chaka Fattah, Jr. & Associates, an existing 

business entity which previously had earned revenue, and falsely claimed that he would use the 

proceeds of the commercial loans for the working capital and business purposes of CFJA, as 

required under the terms of the loans .  

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1014. 

 

_______________________________                                                  
ZANE DAVID MEMEGER        
United States Attorney  


