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WORK HANDLED BY UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS' OFFICES
DURING FISCAL YEAR 1959

CRIMINAL CASES

FILED = For the second conseeutifa fiscal year, criminal filings showed
an increase. They amounted to 31,328, 2.8 per cent or 843 over the number
filed in fiseal year 1958. 21 types of violations with 200 or more cases
comprised 83.lt per cent of the total filed; 16 showed increases while 5
shoved decreases., The largest inefeases occurred in National Stolen
Property Act (923 to 1,357); National Motor Vehicle Theft Act (4,324 to
4,793); Counterfeiting and Forgery (2,100 to 2,325); and Thefts from Inter-
state Commerce (454 to 578). Narcotics violations (1,617 to 1,654) showed
& very slight increases while Inmigration violations (from 2,327 to 2,276)
and Criminal Tax cases (1,087 to 1,046) showed slight decreases. Increases
took place in 53 distriets ranging from 187 in Western South Carolina to 1
in Ney Hampshire while decreases ranging from 90 in Colorado and 4 in
Western Arkensas and Nevada occurred in 41 districts.

TERMINATED - While cases terminated rose by 1,123 or 3.8 per cent to
3059é9, neverthelesg they fell behind the number of casges filed for the
second year in a row. Of the 30,929 cases closed £2,836 (having 28;8@&7
defendants) were by plea of guilty 2,176 (involving 2,965 defendants) were
Tound guilty after trial and 886 (with 1,396 defendants) not guilty.

FENDING - Although the backlog of pending eriﬁiﬁal cases rose to T,TLT,

a 5é§?per cent increase over the 7,318 pending as of June 30, 1958, never~




theless, it is the fourth year in succession that the pending figure has
been less than 8,000 at the close of a fiscal year. The 7,909 pending as
of June 30, 1951 marked the only other fiscal year closing time since 1889
that the pending criminal caseload was below 8,000. 6,062 cases were in a
trisble status and 1,655 in a fugitive or other status beyond the control
of Uhited States Attorneys as compared to 5,548 and 1,770 respectively in
"thédE categories as of June 30, 1958.

GRAND JURY PBOCEEDINGS

Grand Jury Proceedings comprised of 14,673 indictments and 724 NojTrue
Bills amounted to 15,397 and thus showed a slight decrease of 1.9 per cent
from the 15,690 such proceedings in fiscal year 1958,

CRI@INAL COMPLAINTS

RECEIVED - Complaints received in United States Attorpeys' offices
continued the upward trena‘begﬁn in fisecal year 1958. The number received
during fiscal year 1959 smounted to 106,915 an increase of 6,468 or 6.k
per cent over the preceding fiscal year and 10,247 or 10.6 per cent more
than in fiscal year 1957. 72,220 or T3.6 per cent of the 106,915 complaints
were in ten types of violations. 15,558 National Motor Vehicle Theft Act
complaints comprised 14.6 per cent of the entire total. Frauds egsinst the
government and Selective Service complaints were the next highest with
10,530 and 9,745 respectively.

CLOSED - 76,607 complaints were closed during fiscal year 1959 withéut
reaching court dockets, and of this number 68,880 with 87,332 defendants
were closed by deelination of prosecution.
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PENDING - For the first time since the United States Attorneys’
reporting system was initiated Criminal compleints pending dropped below
16,©@©; The figures beloﬁ indicate the remarksble reduction achieved by
United States Attorneys in the backiog of eriminal complaints during the

pagt five years.

mE | mem or pwme o
June 30, 1954 ' | 17,b19
June 30, 1955 | 14,264
June 30, 1‘956'- , | 12,0k0
June 30, 1957 - | 11,989
June 30, 1958 ' 10,681
June 30, 1959 9,854
CIVIL SUITS

FILED - Although civil suits filed decreased from 24,573 in fiseal year
1958 to 24,036 for fiscel 1959, a 2.2 per cent drop, the total for the
current year is the second highest filed in any fiscal year. A total of 4l
digtricets had increages; one hed the same number apd 52 had descreases.

Néw York Southern and Illinois Northern with increases of 302 and 283
réspectivély had the largest increases while Minnesota and Eastern Michigen
decreased by 338 and 265_respectively, Negotiable instrument_cases with -
5,046 decreaged by 806'an¢;Veterans‘ cases with 3,&63'decreased by 262.

Tax cases vith 5,192 were-ﬁp over the previous year by 505,

TERMINATED - ﬁithNBS ddstricts showing increases Civil suits terminated
amounted-to 2h;507,}fﬁé sebbﬁd highest totel in the history of thelDepartmeint




This was an increase of 1,565 or 6.8 per cent over the number terminated
in fiscal year 1958. Mimnesota with 582 cases terminated showed an in-
crease of T1.2 per cent. Other districts showing substential increases
in eivil terminated were Northern Illinois with 1,015, up 266; Southern
New York with 1,237, up 241.

PENDING - Thé'ﬁacffbg of eivil péﬁﬁiﬁé'easéé decreased by 2.5 pér cent
to 18,382, 10,285 or 56 per cent of the cases were in 19 districts with
cageloads ranging from 298 each in_Maryiand and Kensas to 1,059 in Southern
New York. - Compared to June 30, 1958, Tax lien cases with 2,554 and Civil
tax with 3,01k were up éver the 2;257 and 2,778 respectively of those typés
pending on June 30, 1958. -Tax;lien-eases vhich move slowly have more than
doubled since June 30, 1955 ﬁhen 1,151 iere pending. Qonﬁract actions
{from 2,531 to-2,099)_Lands'action (frém 3,339 to 3,290) and Veterans'
cases'(from 1,770 to 1,519) were down from the amounts pending in those

categories as of June 30, 1958,

VL TS

RECEIVEB ~ Civil matters.receive& Sy United States Attomeys' offices
dropped frem the all time high of 32,660 in the previous year to 31,626, a
decrease of 3.2 per cent. However, this is the second highest total for
any fiscal year. Negetiablé ingtrument matiters with 7,333 showed a decline
of 1,118 from fiseal year 1958. Veterans matters with the second highest
volume according to cause of action also declined from 5,601 to 4,890 a
drop of 71l matters. _

TERMINATED - Civil niatt‘ex;s terminated without reaching cowrt dockets

amounted to 9,219, an inerease of 251 over the previous fiscal year.




PENDING - 12,978 civil matters were pending as of June 30, 1959 as
compared to 14,429 as of June 30, 1958. This is a decrease of 1,451 or
10.1 per cent and represents a decrease of almost 10,000 matters from the
22,54k pending on June 30, 1954. The following teble shows how United
States Attorneys have progressively reduced the number of civil matters

pending at the close of the past six fiscal years.

_ Date Number qf_Mqtters
June 30, 1954 22,544
June 30, 1955 19,932
June 30, 1956 - 15,098
June 30, 1957 14, 7h7
June 30, 1958 14,429
June 30, 1959 12,978
COLLEGTIONS

After dropping for two years in succession, collections amounting to
$35,154,566 showed a 20.5 per cent inecrease over the $29,187,860 collected
in fiscel year 1958. This represents the third highest total collected in
sny fiscal year and was & return of $2°76 for each dbllar of the $12,723,700
appropriated for United States Attorneys' offices for the year ending

June 30, 1959.

SAVINGS
$50,717,219 was saved in 1,203 of the 24,507 civil suits terminated

in which the government as defendant was sued for a total of $6k4,6h5,346.




This is $30,862,867 or 37.8 per cent less than the $81,580,086 saved in

the previous fiscal year.

“During the year, an average of.145ﬁkdgmp;qgees were empldged,in,United
States Attorneys' offices; 332 émployéeé-were ﬁppointed and 292 separated,
a net gein of 40 employees, and 1,596 employees were on the rolls as of
June 30, 1959. (Casee handled per Assistant United Sthtes Attorney increased

by 1 to 138 vhile cases terminated per assistant rose from 91 to 9k,
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CHART NO. 2
CRIMINAL CASES PENDING

Thousaonds of Cases
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GHART NO. 3

CRIMINAL CASES PENDING AS OF JUNE 30,1959

TOTAL 7,717 GASES

(EXCLUDES ALASKAN LOCAL OFFENSES)




' CHART NO. 4

CRIMINAL CASES PEND.IN.G BY OFFENSE

AS OF JUNE 30,1959

TOTAL 7,717 CASES

(EXCLUDES ALASKAN LOCAL OFFENSES)
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CHART NO. 6
CRIMINAL CASES

FILED
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CHART NO. 9
- CRIMINAL CGASES TERMINATED

Thousands of Cases
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CHART NO.I2

CIVIL SUITS PENDING AS OF JUNE 30,1959
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CHART NO. 13

CIVIL SUITS PENDING BY CAUSE OF ACTION
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CHART NO. 14
AGE OF CIVIL SUITS PENDING AS OF JUNE 30, 1959

TOTAL 15,787 SUITS
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GHART NO. 15
GCiviL CASES FILED
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CHART NO. I6
CIVIL MATTERS REGEIVED
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CHART NO. 17
CIVIL CASES TERMINATED
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CHART NO.
APPROPRIATIONS AND COLLECTIONS
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CASES FILED IN UNITED STATES ATTORMEYS OFFICES
(FISCAL YEAR 1958 COMPARED ¥ITH PISCAL YEAR 1959)
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TARLZ 10.
CASES FENDING IN UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS OFFICES (FISCAL YEAM 1658 COMPARED WITE FISCAL YEAR 1959)
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