
UNITED STATES TRUSTEE PROGRAM’S ENFORCEMENT GUIDELINES FOR 
BANKRUPTCY DEBTORS AFFECTED BY NATURAL DISASTERS 

 
 

 The following considerations shall guide the enforcement activities of the United States 
Trustee Program in the event of a natural disaster. 
 

• Document Requirements.  United States Trustees shall not file enforcement motions 
against debtors who are unable, as a result of a natural disaster, to file or produce 
documents required by the Bankruptcy Code, if they otherwise are eligible for 
bankruptcy relief.   Further, United States Trustees should generally not oppose any 
reasonable requests filed with the court by debtors seeking relief from filing requirements 
due to a natural disaster. 
 

• Means Test.  In determining whether to file an enforcement action on grounds of 
presumed abuse, United States Trustees shall consider the adverse impacts of a natural 
disaster, including a major decline in anticipated income or a major increase in 
anticipated expenses, to constitute “special circumstances” for purposes of rebutting the 
presumption of abuse. 
 

• Attendance at Section 341 Meetings of Creditors.  When, due to a natural disaster, 
debtors are unable to appear personally in the district where the case is filed for the 
mandatory section 341 meeting of creditors, United States Trustees shall exercise 
flexibility and offer alternative means for attendance.  The debtors, however, must be 
able to present acceptable personal identification to the individual administering the oath 
in the alternate location.  
 

• Credit Counseling.  Even if conditions do not justify a United States Trustee issuing a 
waiver of the credit counseling requirement under 11 U.S.C. § 109(h)(2) for a district 
affected by a natural disaster, United States Trustees shall exercise prosecutorial 
discretion in considering whether to take action to dismiss the case of debtors who, as a 
result of the natural disaster, experienced difficulty in obtaining a credit counseling 
certificate prior to filing or whose filing was delayed beyond the 180-day period 
following the debtor’s receipt of credit counseling. 
 

• Small Business Chapter 11 Bankruptcies.  United States Trustees shall not:  (1) take 
enforcement actions against small business chapter 11 debtors who, as a result of a 
natural disaster, cannot reasonably be expected to perform statutory duties such as 
attending an initial debtor interview and filing financial reports; (2) seek conversion or 
dismissal of small business chapter 11 cases if the grounds for filing the case are 
attributable to a natural disaster and there are reasonable prospects for reorganization; or 
(3) oppose reasonable and necessary requests filed with the court by small business 
chapter 11 debtors to extend the time to file a disclosure statement and confirm a plan of 
reorganization due to a natural disaster. 
 

• Venue.  United States Trustees shall not raise or support venue objections in cases in 
which the debtor was displaced due to a natural disaster, unless the filing constitutes 
systemic abuse or presents extraordinary circumstances. 


