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In contrast to the increased distribution of 
OxyContin since 2000, the number of investiga-
tions and arrests for OxyContin reported by DEA 
has declined, and Organized Crime Drug Enforce-
ment Task Force (OCDETF) investigations and 
indictments have fluctuated. The number of DEA 
OxyContin-related investigations declined from 
172 in 2001, to 140 in 2002, to 71 in 2003. The 
number of OxyContin-related arrests by DEA also 
declined from 202 in 2001, to 179 in 2002, to 141 
in 2003. In contrast, the number of OCDETF 
OxyContin-related investigations fluctuated from 
10 in fiscal year (FY) 2001 to 22 in FY2002, but 
declined to 13 in FY2003. The number of 
OCDETF indictments for OxyContin-related 
offenses increased each year from 7 in FY2001, to 
31 in FY2002, to 40 in FY2003.

The number of oxycodone samples submitted
for testing has fluctuated; however, oxycodone was
one of the most analyzed drug items in 2002. 
According to DEA System to Retrieve Information 
from Drug Evidence (STRIDE) data, the number o
oxycodone dosage units submitted for testing 
decreased from 74,148.3 in 2001 to 24,040.4 in 
2002, but increased to 59,695.9 in 2003. Nationa
Forensic Laboratory Information System data for
2002 show that oxycodone was among the 10 m
analyzed drug items in state and local forensic 
laboratories; however, oxycodone represented 
only 0.98 percent of total analyzed drug items. 
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 document may contain dated information. It has been made available to provide access to historical materials.














