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Khat (Catha edulis)

The following example illustrates the use of Sources
this smuggling method.

Falkowski, CarolDangerous Drugs: An Easy-

Detroit, Michigan: On January 13, 2003, to-Use Reference for Parents and Professionals
USCS officials seized approximately 80 kilograms Center City, Minnesota: Hazelden, 2003
of khat concealed in the luggage of two British New York State Office of Alcoholism and

women arriving from London. Law enforcement  gypstance Abuse Services

officials executed a controlled delivery of the khat .\ o to0n Ontario (Canada) Tri-Force/Kenora

to a hotel near the airport and arrested two Somali j5int Forces Drug Unit

men from Nashville, Tennessee, who attempted to

receive the drug. The two Somali men were to

transport the khat by private vehicle back to

Tennessee for distribution among the Somali

community in Nashville. Directorate of Border and Transportation
Security

Bureau of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement Service

U.S. Department of Justice

Street Drugs, Publishers Group, Plymouth,
Minnesota, www.streetdrugs.org

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Outlook

Khat likely will become increasingly avail-
able in the United States. Abuse of the drug will
remain most prevalent in communities with large  Drug Enforcement Administration
Somali, Ethiopian, and Yemeni populations. Federal Bureau of Investigation
Recent law enforcement reporting indicates that
some Caucasian individuals have begun abusing
khat; however, the drug likely will not become
widely popular due to its limited shelf life and
because stimulant abusers commonly seek more
intense physiological effects, such as those
produced by cocaine and methamphetamine.
Although the drug’s popularity likely will remain
limited to Somali, Ethiopian, and Yemeni popula-
tions, khat will remain a growing concern among
law enforcement agencies in the United States
because of its increasing availability.
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319 Washington Street 5th Floor, Johnstown, PA 15901-1622 « (814) 532-4601

NDIC publications are available on the following web sites:
ADNET http://ndicosa LEO home.leo.gov/lesig/ndic
RISS ndic.riss.net INTERNET www.usdoj.gov/ndic

040706

This document may contain dated information. It has been made available to provide access to historical materials.





